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“E The second edition of the madern and v art fair to artists from the Middle East and
North Africa returns from the 19th to the 22nd of May, in the private mansion of the Cornette de Saint Cyr.
v About twenty international galleries presenting artists fram Moroceo, Algeria, Tunisia, Libya, Egypt. Palestine, Lebanan,
a Syria, Turkey, Jordan, Iraq, Iran, Saudi Arabia. Kuwait. Bahrein, Qatar, the United Arab Emiratos. Sultanate of Oman and
@ Yemen, will highlight the potential, singularity and originality of the artistic scene of the MENA region, supported today
by many museums and institutions:
[in]
The Levant is a region where both modem and c y artists have their chactic and unstable
. daily lives and integrated them into their art, The contemparary creation of these regions knows a strong development,
b conveyed by the Arab uprisings. Faced with a duty of memory, they keep alive past events and are interested in the
longer-term impacts of these conflicts on the populations.
®
a The exparience of the civil war in Lebancn and the Arab-tsraeli conflict canstitute issues of memory that artists,
a particularly Palestinian and Jordanian, seize upon to denounce the silences. the occultations and the unspoken [nations of

territory, refugees and tradition).

Lebanon is a central place in the region, of contemporary cultural production. Indeed, it possesses this singular ability to
capture cultural flows from variows sources and to play a role of mediation and filter for mavements and styles, born in

thee West or elsewhere, in erder to translate them into its own artistic framewaorks.

At , 35 Lebanese artists are represented by 7 gallerics: (Beinut], (Chatou),
[Paris, Ge neval, (Pasis], (Beirut, Munich), (Beirut).
[Beinut).







In Syria, we observe the positioning of artists according to their degree of commitment to the regime in place. Fealings of
community and national belonging have atways coexisted with the sharing of broader ifentities, notably through Arabism

and Islam,

Six Syrian artists are represented, by 3 galleries: [Beirut), (Beirut, Munich),
(Bairut)




Egyptian artists struggle between enthusiasm and oppression. Many of them are seeking mare dialogue with the

international art scene to counteract what they perceive as an excessive search for Egyplian style

One artist from Egypt is represented, by (Paris, Brussels).

Memory of @ happy place

Iraqs artists mostly deal with cultural reclamation, d incing the vislence of war and Wi

m interventions. Through

the works of calligraphers, the dialogue between cultures and the pride of an artistic heritage emerges

Four Iragi artists are represented, by (Du bai), La Marsa, Dubai], {Retyadh).







